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LAWYERS IN THE 

FAMILY: LESSONS 

LEARNED WHEN A 

CAREER IN LAW IS 

PASSED DOWN THROUGH 

GENERATIONS 

F or these Philadelphia attorneys, law is the  
“family business.”  

The Philadelphia Lawyer recently talked with families 
in our community where both parents and children (and 
in some cases, grandchildren, spouses and other family 
members) are lawyers. Here is what they had to say about 
what inspired them to pursue careers in law, how having 
close relatives who are lawyers has impacted them as prac-
titioners, and the other lessons learned—and insights—
gained along the way.  

By Members of  the Phi ladelphia Bar  
Association

Lawyers in the Family:  
Lessons Learned When a  

Career in Law is Passed Down 
through Generations
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Sayde Ladov (mother of lawyer Hillary
Ladov; wife to lawyer David Ladov): After 
practicing law for 40 years, I changed my 
status from partner to of counsel at Dolchin 
Slotkin & Todd. The predominant area of 
my practice is plaintiff’s personal injury lit-
igation. I was also privileged to help one
of my partners in defending medical negli-
gence matters for a major hospital system.

David Ladov (father of Hillary Ladov; 
husband to Sayde Ladov): I work for Ober-
mayer Rebmann Maxwell & Hippel LLP 

here for approximately 8 years. Prior to that 
time, I worked for Cozen O’Connor in their 

years. My area of practice is exclusively

Family Law and 
has been for 
almost all 43 years 
of my career. 

Hillary Ladov
(daughter of Sayde 
and David Ladov):
I work at Goldberg 
Segalla LLP with a 
focus in insurance 
coverage. I real-
ized that I wanted 
to be a lawyer 
my junior year 
of college while 
studying abroad in 
Amsterdam. 

SL: I decided to 
go to law school
when I learned 
I was too young 

to take the test for 
the foreign service. 

Knowing that I had to earn a living, my 
mentor suggested I go to law school. 

DL: During my junior year of college at 
Penn State University, I thought the best 
thing for me to do was to apply to law 
schools and get what I thought would be a 
very good education. I still was not sure that 
I was going to be a lawyer but was leaning 
that way. When I was in law school and
started taking Family Law courses, that is 
when I knew that I would become a Family 
Law lawyer. 

HL: Whether by accident or design, my 

lawyer from a young age. Growing up in 
a family of lawyers, I was exposed to the 

dynamics of legal advocacy early on. Din-
ner conversations resembled depositions. 
My parents’ arguments featured openings 
and closings. However, my parents never 
pressured me to become a lawyer. 

SL: I actually did not know I was raising 
a lawyer. My daughter has a great ability 

-
guages. She has a highly analytical mind. I 
had hoped I was raising an analyst for the 
CIA or NSA. 

DL: During my daughter’s college years, 
while both her parents were lawyers, she 
continued to tell us that she was not sure that 
she wanted to be a lawyer, but that more than 
likely she was going to go into some kind
of business situation. When it came time to
apply for law schools, in order to cover both 
areas, she indicated that she wanted to go to 
a school that provided a joint JD/MBA pro-
gram. I believe that this was a good idea as it 
encompassed both of her interests. Until she
announced this plan, I did not think that she 
would be a lawyer. 

SL: Sometimes it’s a joy to be a family of 
lawyers as we all speak the same language 
and have shared many of the same struggles 
and joys associated with the practice. Some-
times having lawyers in the family is a real 
pain. Everyone is always right and simple 
things, like where to go to dinner or what 
movie to watch, become a negotiation. Hav-
ing a family of lawyers helped me to be a 
better listener and therefore a better lawyer. 

DL: It certainly is easy for us to commu-
nicate with one another as we have many 
shared experiences and shared friends and 
acquaintances. It gives us as a family a very
easy starting point for any discussion and

“Sometimes it’s a joy to be a family of lawyers . . . Sometimes having lawyers in the family is a real pain.”

The Ladovs: (from left): David, Hillary, and Sayde.

The Ladovs
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HL: 

-
-
-

SL:
-

DL:

also have learned that her road to becom-

-

so much greater and the opportunities are 

HL: It is a privilege to practice law, and 

“I’ve learned from my [family] to work hard, be organized, and be devoted to your work 
while still being devoted to each other and 
our families.”

The Torregrossas

The multigenerational lawyer family Torregrossa (from left)—Joe, Brennan, 
Maresa, and Ann Torregrossa

Joe Torregrossa (father of lawyers Bren-
nan and Maresa Torregrossa; husband to 
lawyer Ann Torregrossa):

mediating civil cases appealed to the 

-

Ann, has had a long career 

-

Brennan, 

Supreme Court argument when our son 
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Maresa, 

blue that she wanted to go to law school 

-

daughter met at Villanova law school 

“Education was always the primary priority in our family̶nothing was forced, and everything was encouraged.”

The Langsams

Brennan Torregrossa with his namesake Justice Brennan at the Supreme 
Court.

(From left) Saul, David, and Spencer Langsam in Saul’s pandemic-ready 

Saul Langsam (father of lawyer David 
Langsam):

-
ing clients in estate and real estate matters 

David Langsam (son of lawyer Saul 
Langsam): I am a partner at Saltz, Mon-

SL: I realized that I wanted to be a law-
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DL: -
tice law was preordained given that I am 

-

helped orient me in the direction that I ulti-

SL:

DL: -

helping to give people a voice and access 

-

SL:

Law, he completed the program with hon-

-

DL:

need to translate legalese to have a mean-

SL:

are entitled to the best representation we 

“We have to be the change that we 
wish to see in both 
our profession and 
society at large, 
bearing in mind that, 
as lawyers, we are 
role models̶whether 
we like it or not.”

The Iheukwumeres

Jane and Emmanuel Iheukwumere, when Jane was in law school.
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Emmanuel O. Iheukwumere (father of 
lawyer Jane C. Iheukwumere)

Jane C. Iheukwumere (daughter of Emman-
uel O. Iheukwumere)

-

EI: -

-

gaining admission to law school based on 
-

-

JI:
-

-

-
gration law during which a presentation 

-

-

EI:

It was a pleasant surprise since she had, 

receptive to encouragements to embrace 

among other steps, showing more interest 

School teacher, and on multiple instances 
-
-
-

JI:
college education, I started discussing the 

leadership roles in our local church raised 

EI:
-

selves discussing case issues and legal doc-
-

is becoming, in addition being to the child I 

Emmanuel during law school with Jane (on the left) and her two siblings, her 
twin brother Emmanuel, Jr. (far right), and the youngest, Tyron. All three were 
born while Emmanuel was in law school, prompting him, among other factors, 
to take a two-year leave of absence from law school before returning and 
graduating in 1995.
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JI:

operates, or how medical malpractice in 
general operates, or how it used to oper-

EI: I have learned to place more stress on 
-

-

-
size more that sometimes, we have to be 
the change that we wish to see in both our 

-

with more substantive and in-depth dis-

have learned that I have more in common 

JI:

that it is important to be both disciplined 

-

-

-
thing needed in order to obtain a measure 

“How does a lawyer-parent determine whether 
a child should consider law as a career? I 
think the parent should encourage it, but not 
push too hard̶if the child has many of the 
characteristics which are helpful to a lawyer.”

The Grunfelds

David Grunfeld (father of lawyer Ken-
neth Grunfeld):

-

-

-

whether a child should consider law as a 
-

-

Brains and the desire to earn a good living 

Kenneth Grunfeld (son of lawyer David 
Grunfeld; father of Nate Grunfeld): I do 

I do recall him telling me that being 

-
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-

-

to learn, and the practice can be rewarding 

the path he chooses, we will have to wait 

Nate Grunfeld (son of lawyer Kenneth 
Grunfeld):

-
-

-

“Always be respectful, you never have a second chance to make a first impression, 
and there is no substitute for hard work.”

The Lawns

Timothy Lawn 
(father of lawyer 
Daniel Lawn): I 

practice is plain-

that I wanted to 

taught college 
political science 
and constitutional 

would read and 
discuss with him 
the cases he was 
teaching and was 

Daniel Lawn (son of lawyer Timothy 
Lawn):

or sudden realization that made me want 

TL

-
-

DL:

instances growing up where I was able to 

-

as intelligent and talented individuals who 

-
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-

TL:

DL: Having a dad who has been an attor-

unsolicited—his connections with other 

TL:

-
-

cases—and I am a dinosaur when it comes 

DL:
Daniel Lawn after being sworn into 
the Federal District Court for the 
Eastern District of Pennsylvania by 
the Hon. Gerald A. McHugh—a 
friend and former longtime partner of 
Timothy Lawn.

A Family of Lawyer “Lone Wolves”

Frank S. LaCheen
-

Jerome

Cary LaCheen

Daniel LaCheen, now in his 

Abby 
LaCheen

Alexandra LaCheen, born in December 

Lance LaCheen, was admit-
-

-

By Ste ve LaCheen


